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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors! 
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Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church  
• 5619 Lindley Ave., Tarzana 91356 • 

Office Phone: 818-708-7068 
 

Church Email: st _ paulschurch@icloud.com 
Church Website: stpaulstarzana.org 

@ stpaulstarzana     @saintpaulunited  @saintpaulsunited 
For online giving and support, please go to: stpaulstarzana.org/Donate 

Please remember to subscribe to our YouTube channel stpaulstarzana.org 
 

Pastor Vernon’s Email: V_kemp2000@yahoo.com  
Pastor Vernon’s cell phone: 323-864-5967 

 

Church CALENDAR: 
 

Monday, September 20, 2021 
8:30 pm - to 9:30 pm AL-Anon 

 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021 

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm – El Nido Family Centers 
6:30 pm - to 9:00 pm– Pacific Discussions 

 
Wednesday, September 22, 2021 

4:00 pm – 6:00 pm – El Nido Family Centers 
5:30 pm – 6:30 pm Bible Study  

 
Thursday, September 23, 2021 

 
Friday, September 24, 2021 

 
Saturday, September 25, 2021 

9:00 am –  10:00 am - Zumba Class-CH 
9:00 am – 11:00 am – El Nido Family Centers 
10:00 am – 11:00 am – Choir Rehearsal 

 
Sunday, September 26, 2021 
10:00 am – In-Person Service 

 
 
             

                Church Leadership 
 

Rev. Grant J. Hagiya 
Bishop in Residence 

 
Rev. Melissa Roux MacKinnon 
North District, Superintendent 

 
Rev. Vernon Kemp 

Pastor 
 

Jacqueline Tringov 
Music Director 

 
Evelyn Arnold 

Administrative Assistant 
 

St. Paul’s - Leadership Team 
 

Diana Bruno - Administrative Chair/ Lay 
leader to Conference 
Deborah Davies – Staff Parish Relations Chair 
Linda Graul – Finance Chair 
Donald Metzger – Board Member 
Cathy Green – Board Member 
Vacant - Trustee Chair  
 
 
 
 

 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

September 19, 2021 
 

Our Mission is to be: The Beacon of the Valley 
Lighting ‘The Way’ of Jesus 
Growing Disciples and Community in God’s Love and 
Sending the Hope and Joy of Jesus into the World 



  
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 19, 2021 
**Indicates to stand if able       
 
Prelude            “Amazing Grace” 
 
Gathering Words               Pastor Vernon Kemp 
Children of God…Draw near to Him, the giver of wisdom, and He will draw near to you. 
Come in, be with us, and allow God to be with You. Let us praise and worship together, 
come in. 

**Music Selection:      “I Sing Praises”        St. Paul’s Men Singers 
 

I sing praises to Your name, O Lord 
Praises to Your name, O Lord 

For Your name is great and greatly to be praised 
 

I give glory to Your name, O Lord 
Glory to Your name, O Lord 

For Your name is great and greatly to be praised 
 
Theme Ideas 
James continues this look at wisdom, speaking of this gift as something that comes “from 
above” and bears “good fruits” in our lives. While Proverbs and Psalm 1 speak of the 
prosperity that wisdom can bring us, Jesus and James remind us that to embrace this divine 
perspective is to put aside the usual definitions of success and honor. 
 
**Call to Worship                       Linda Graul, Liturgist 
L: Happy are those who follow the ways of the Lord. 
P: God’s ways are just and merciful. 
L: Those who follow God’s ways are continually nourished in faith. 
P: In all that they do, they prosper. 
L: Come, let us open our hearts to God’s compassionate love. 
P: Let us celebrate God’s mercy and justice.  
L: Our good works are done with gentleness. 
P: Bitterness only leads to anguish. 
L: God seeks peace and hope for all God’s people. 
P: But if our hearts are filled with anger, we reject God’s mercy. 
L: Open our hearts, O Lord, and help us to listen. 
P: Open our lives, O Lord, and prepare us to serve. AMEN. 
 
 
 
 

  
 
Notes:  
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  **Hymn:         “Blessed Assurance”        UMH #369 
 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine 
O what a foretaste of glory divine 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God 

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood 
 

This is my story, this is my song 
Praising my Savior all the day long 

This is my story, this is my song 
Praising my Savior all the day long 

 
Perfect submission perfect delight 

Visions of rapture now burst on my sight 
Angels descending bring from above 

Echoes of mercy whispers of love 
 

This is my story, this is my song 
Praising my Savior all the day long 

This is my story, this is my song 
Praising my Savior all the day long 

 
Perfect submission, all is at rest 

I in my Savior, am happy and blest 
Watching and waiting, looking above 

Filled with His goodness, lost in His love, 
 

This is my story, this is my song 
Praising my Savior all the day long 

This is my story, this is my song 
Praising my Savior all the day long 

 
Prayer of Confession 
God of the gospel, the One who sends, the One who is sent and returns, the One who 
is sent and remains with the church, we declare our need of the wisdom that comes 
from above, pure, peace-loving, considerate, and open to reason. We can be devious 
rather than straightforward, hypocritical rather than sincere, unforgiving rather 
than merciful, and cruel rather than kind. Forgive the bitter jealousy that leads to 
quarreling, the selfish ambition that destroys those who are in the way, and the 
ungoverned passions that lead to disorder and evil of every kind. Temper your justice 
with mercy for the sake of your obedient Son, Jesus our peacemaker. Amen. 
 

Mark 9:30-37 
30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want 
anyone to know it; 31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The 
Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and 
three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32 But they did not 
understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 

33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked 
them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34 But they were silent, for 
on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35 He sat 
down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be 
last of all and servant of all.” 36 Then he took a little child and put it among 
them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
not me but the one who sent me.” 
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This Week’s Bible Readings: 

Proverbs 31:10-31; Psalm 1; James 3:13-4:3, 7-8; Mark 9:30-37 



  
 
 	

Hymn:           “We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder”      UMH #418 
 

We are climbing Jacob’s ladder (3x) soldiers of the cross. 
Every round goes higher and higher (3x) soldiers of the cross. 

Sinner do you love my Jesus (3x) soldiers of the cross. 
If you love Him why not serve Him (3x) soldiers of the cross. 

We are climbing higher, higher (3x) soldiers of the cross. 
 

Declaration of Pardon                 Pastor Vernon Kemp 
Pastor:   Friends, hear the good news! God comes to those who welcome even a child in the 
              name of Jesus. 
People: We receive God when we receive Jesus and the children he loves. 
Pastor:   Friends, believe the good news! 
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. This day the Lord reaches out to you in 

         healing love and compassion. Receive the blessings which God offers to you. 
         Be healed and made whole. Be ready to serve. Amen. 

 
Exhortation 
When you show insight and understanding through deeds done in humility, you are 
demonstrating wisdom and God is blessing you. Amen. 

 
Music Selection:     “The Lord Is Blessing Me” 
 

The Lord is blessing me, right now oh right now (2x) 
He woke me up this morning and started me on my way 
The Lord is blessing me, right now, right now right now 

 
(Let us all stand for the reading of the word) 

 
**Scripture Reading        James 3:13-18        Linda Graul, Liturgist  
           

“This is the word of God for the People of God” Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

September Birthdays 
9/8 – Cathy Green 

9/13 – Niloufar Mozaffari 
9/16 – Nikki Pemberton 
9/18 – Michael Vincent 

9/21 – Mehrdad Khanisanij 
9/22 – Terry Doherty 

9/23 – Deborah Davies  
 

Announcement 
 

Life Line Screening Event 
Where: St. Paul’s UMC 

When: Saturday, October 2, 2021 
Time: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

Please call 1-888-653-6450 to pre-register. Flyers are available on the table 
in the Narthex. 

 
Life Line Screening’s preventative health screening services are designed to 
identify risk factors that can lead to cardiovascular disease, stroke and other 

serious illnesses. They use three non-invasive methods to get you lab-
accurate results and recommendations you can review with your doctor.  

 
 
 
 
 



  

 
  

 
This is a time of renewal, reflection, and rejuvenation. If you are seeking 

prayer and would like your name to appear on the prayer list, please contact 
the pastor no later than Wednesday noon via telephone or email. 

 
Let us keep the following in prayer: 

John Fornadley, Kim Gateway, Vijay Ethial,  
Gus & Deborah Ruiz and Family, Teddi Davis, 

Lukman Alli and Family, Becky Abernathy, The Bruno Family 
Carol Jones & family, Charles Cappleman, The Spearman Family,  

The Wright-Lindo Family, Patty Allen, Victoria Metzger,  
The Evangelista Family, Saul & Family,  

 
But our commonwealth is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who will change our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the 
power which enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

2 Philippians 3:20-21 

 
 

**Response to the Word                Linda Graul, Liturgist 
We ask for your wisdom, O God, not the earthly wisdom that we hear and see every day. 
Let your understanding flow through our lives like a stream, so that we may bear the good 
fruits of welcome and compassion. Teach us that our true dignity is found in honoring you 
by serving others. Amen. 
 
Song of Preparation:       “I Am on the Battlefield” 
 

I am on the battlefield for my Lord (2x) and 
I promised Him that I would serve Him till I die 

I am on the battlefield for my Lord 
 

Sermon            “Wisdom (God’s or Man’s) Choose”      Pastor Vernon Kemp    
 
Altar Call/ Invitation to Discipleship 
 
Music Selection:         “Draw Me Close”     Solomon Grimmett, Jr. 
 
Invitation to the Offering                   Linda Graul, Liturgist 
The writer of Proverbs teaches that God’s Wisdom is present and active in our lives in this 
way: “She opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hands to the needy.” Jesus lived 
with this wisdom in his life and called his disciples to live with this same generosity. Let us 
give out of this same generous wisdom—a wisdom that seeks a presence and purpose in our 
lives on behalf of all. 
 
**Doxology:     “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”       UMH #94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    James 3:13-4:3 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that 
your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter 
envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the 
truth. 15 Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, devilish. 16 For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will 
also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17 But the wisdom from above is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18 And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 

4 Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they 
not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2 You want something 
and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and 
cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, 
because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures… 7 Submit 
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw 
near to God, and he will draw near to you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offertory Prayer                               Linda Graul, Liturgist 
Gracious God, grant us the grace to be extravagant in the gifts we give to you. Help us be 
wise and just in how we live with the resources we keep. Guide us in the way to lives that 
bear the fruit that is pleasing to you: lives full of mercy and compassion. Free us from envy 
and selfish ambition that leads us away from you, that we might draw near to you. We pray 
in the love and hope that is Jesus, our Savior. Amen. 
 
**Benediction- No One Made Us Judge            Pastor Vernon Kemp 
Children of God, as we leave this place of sanctuary, let us go out into the world with the 
understanding that we are not to judge those who are not like us. We will no longer make 
distinctions like saints and sinners, but we will consider everyone blessed because we are  
all children of the Almighty God. 
 
**Closing Song:    “This Little Light of Mine” 
 

This little light of mine I’m gonna let it shine. (3x) 
Let it shine. Let it shine. Let it shine. 

 
All through my neighborhood, I ‘m gonna let it shine (3x) 

Let it shine. Let it shine. Let it shine. 
 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. (3x) 
Let it shine. Let it shine. Let it shine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


