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6th Sunday of Easter 

May 9, 2021 

 
Contemporary Gathering Words           Pastor Vernon Kemp 

Are you looking for the joy that completes your life? 

Are you hoping for the love that makes a difference and gives you a great purpose? 

Then welcome to the house of God! 

Welcome to the love of God! 

 

Music Selection:    “We Are Standing on Holy Ground”     Linda Broadous-Miles 

 

Call to Worship                  Afsatu Metzger, liturgist  

The Spirit is coming to bless us all with a new song. 

Let our joy be complete! 

Gifts for the good of all, poured out on all to teach us a new song. 

Love one another! 

Strangers and neighbors, foreigners and family will join in the new song. 

No longer servants but friends! 

Come, let our worship make a joyful noise, 

Rejoicing in the friendship of God. 

 

Praise Song:        “Can’t Nobody Do Me Like Jesus”   St. Paul’s Singers  

 

Can’t nobody do me like Jesus 

Can’t nobody do me like the Lord 

Can’t nobody do me like Jesus 

He’s my friend 

 

Healed my body told me to run on (3x)                                                                                                  

He’s my friend 

Picked me up and turned me around (3x)                                                                                         

He’s my friend 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Notes:  
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  Prayer of Invocation                Afsatu Metzger, liturgist 

O Beloved One, all the ends of the earth marvel at your deeds of power. We feel your 

presence as growth returning to the countryside. We rejoice as we remember your 

faithfulness and steadfast love revealed in the risen Christ. Surround us with that 

faithfulness and steadfast love. Fill us with generosity and courage so that we may be 

called your friends and go forth to befriend your world. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Hymn:       “What a Friend We Have In Jesus”     UMH #526 

 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 

All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

Everything to God in prayer! 

 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 

Oh, what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry 

Everything to God in prayer. 

 

Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

Prayer of Confession (In Unison)            Afsatu Metzger, liturgist 

Loving and Merciful Lord, we are gathered here today as one body, because you chose 

to call us your friends. We come from all walks of life. We have had our share of good 

days and bad days. In the world’s eye, we aren't good enough or worthy enough to 

have this bond; but in your sight, we are exactly who you need. Despite all the drama, 

we made it here to worship and praise your name. May the love we experience today 

in worship restore us, revive us, refresh us. God, use our broken selves as tools of hope 

and love on this day. Lord, we love you. Thank you for loving us and calling us your 

friends. It's in your name, we pray. Amen.  

 

 

John 15:1-8 
44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 

word. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded 

that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46 for 

they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47 

“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received 

the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.   
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This Week’s Bible Readings: 

 

Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17 

 



  

 
  

Music Selection:      “I Love the Lord”    Linda Broadous-Miles 

 

Words of Assurance               Afsatu Metzger 

Long ago Jesus said to his disciples, “I have called you friends because I have made 

known to you everything that I have heard from [God]. You did not choose me, I chose 

you!” Jesus speaks these words to us today. Jesus forgives us and chooses us to be his 

friends, sharing his great work of love. Hallelujah! 

 

Music Selection:     “I Can Still Hear Mama Praying”  Linda Broadous-Miles 

 

A Tribute to Mothers                  Afsatu Metzger 

 

Scripture Reading             Mark 5:21-34 

This is the word of God, for the people of God. Thanks be to God! 

 

Response to the Word 

God of love do not let us grow weary of living our lives, according to the example of your 

child, Jesus. Loving one another is a great challenge and a high calling. We do not want to 

fail our friend and brother. Pour out upon us your spirit who reminds us that we bear 

Jesus’ love and life within our very being— a powerful gift for our world. Out of this gift, 

may we bear the fruit of love. Amen. 

 

Introduction of Guest Pastor             Linda Graul 

 

Song of Preparation:             “Oh It Is Jesus”     Linda Broadous-Miles 

 

Sermon                 “The Tenacious Woman”              Pastor Kathy Huck 

 

Altar Call/Invitation to Discipleship            Pastor Vernon Kemp 

 

Offertory Prayer                  Pastor Vernon Kemp 

Pour your Spirit upon these gifts, O God. Send them into the world as a sign and song of 

your joyous work of love. Use them to call and welcome into your house of love all who 

are your friends and our brothers and sisters. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

May Birthdays 
5/1 – Lorenzo Evangelista, Jr.  

5/1 – Pheleta Santos  

5/1 – Teddi Davis 

5/7 – Betty LeGette 

5/8 – Rev. Vernon Kemp 

5/8 – Montana Shane 

5/12 – Gil Goodwin 

5/17 – Evelyn Whitman 

5/21– Mila G. Evangelista 

5/22 – Nia Stephens 

5/22 – Sherry Bryant 

5/22 – Robert Rouse (Celebration of Life) 

5/26 – Afsatu Metzger 

5/30 – Linda Graul 

 

 

Passing of Our Bass Guitarist 
Let us keep in prayer Carol Jones and family for the passing of her brother, Richard and 

our former Praise Team bass guitarist, who passed last week. 

 

Mother’s Day Goody Bags  
Following today’s service from 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., all mothers will receive  

goody bags in St. Paul’s parking lot. 

 



 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Let us remember to keep in prayer this week the following:  

 

Wendy Lynn Adams, Emma Lamar, Colleen Frank, Deborah Davies & Family 

Jae Sessions, April Haywood, Brandon Gatewood, Barbara Caudillo, 

Linda Solis, Alvin Williams, Linda Bell-Rouse and family, Lukman Alli 

Kathy Kovin-Pacino and her brother John Kovin, Ron Johnson,  

Jacqueline Tringov, Matilda Haywood and family, Mickey LiPuma 

Kathy Campbell, Joan Goodwin, Cathy Green, Bonnie Jay, 

Ellie Harrison, Deanna Bourque, Peter Collins, 

The Betterton Family, Charles Cappleman,  

Kymberli Hall, Bert Taylor, Sandra Ray, Barbara Miller,  

Joyce Harmon-Davis, Fornadley Family, Hildegard Geisser, 

Teddi Davis, Lois Jackson, Dale Smith, Kim Gatewood, 

Dottie Schmelzel, Larry Myers, Gwinn Lavery, 

Sylvia Haywood, Patty Allen, Paul Schill, 

Daisy and Ruthie Spearman, Ron & Gloria Deskin,  

Yolanda Baines, Jerry Brockway 

 

But our commonwealth is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who will change our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power which 

enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

2 Philippians 3:20-21 

 

Thank you for sharing a moment for each of our loved ones in need. 

 

 

Doxology:       “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”            UMH #94 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Commission and Benediction                Pastor Vernon Kemp 

Beloved, go now, and bear fruit for God, fruit that will last. As Christ has loved you, so love 

one another, and abide always in God’s love, so your joy may be complete. May God give 

you all you ask for in Christ’s name. May Christ Jesus reveal to you God’s ways and call 

you his friends; and may the Holy Spirit confirm the truth within you and make your joy 

complete. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn:      “Victory is Mine” 

 

Victory is mine 

Victory is mine 

Victory today is mine 

I told Satan to get thee behind  

Victory today is mine 

 

Joy is mine 

Joy is mine 

Joy today is mine  

I told Satan to get thee behind 

Joy today is mine 

 

Peace is mine  

Peace is mine 

Peace today is mine 

I told Satan to get thee behind 

Peace today is mine 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

    Mother’s Day Prayer 

 
This day we gather with eager hearts, hungry for your Word, yearning for the joy 

you promise in love. O God, together we hold a vision of your kingdom, a people of 
prayer and open hearts, a loving Body of Christ eager to learn and eager to share. 
You bless us, O God, and shine upon us with the mercy of your salvation. And your 

Good Earth has yielded its increase through those who have brought us great 
blessing. 

 

On this day of celebrating your love, we lift to you those who have given us life, 
those who have loved us, those who have blessed us, and those who have taught 
us, our mothers. May your blessing pour out upon the woman who gave us birth, 

and those beautiful, strong women of faith who have been mothers to us along our 
journey. 

 

We praise you, O God, for your gift of motherly love, both gentle and fierce, both 
strong and humble, both kind and true. Where we have been so blessed, we give 

our grateful praise, for you have provided loving hands that have worked so hard in 
raising us, cared enough to correct us, blessed us in ways we cannot have fully 

known as children. 
 

We bless our mothers this day, no matter what they have done or left undone. We 
do this because we believe in your healing, and we believe in your love and we 
believe that you love every mother, good or bad; and we stand together with all 
mothers in solidarity, for we all are in need of your grace. Where we have failed 

because we did not know better, help us to forgive ourselves. Where we have seen 
your face in any woman who has been to us a mother, in her face we have seen 

your light and your love and we give thanks -- for where they have loved, they have 
kept your word and blessed us. 

 
We lift to you the heart of every mother who has watched her child die of hunger, 

every mother who has been a victim of abuse, every woman who stands in protest 
against a world that massacres her children and renames them "collateral 

damage." We lift to you the prayer of every mother who has ever loved and lost. 
We lift to you our Mother Earth. We lift to you our Mother Church. We lift to you, O 
God, your mother's heart; and although we cannot fully express our gratitude, help 

each one of us to be your blessing of love, a blessing straight from your heart. 
Amen. 

Rev. Jane Sommers 

         Pastor Kathy Huck is a Christian minister and  

         Founder/Executive Director of About My   

         Father’s Business Homeless Outreach    

         Ministry. For more than  20 years she served  

         under her primary Pastor, Ken Craft the    

         Founder/CEO of Hope of the Valley Rescue   

         Mission; ministering to the poor and underserved 

         in the Church while being discipled in    

         community service in Ventura and Los Angeles 

         Counties. Over those years the work she found 

most gratifying was ministering to the needs of the unhoused residents of Los 

Angeles County’s homeless encampments.  

 

Kathy attributes her passion to be our brothers’ and sisters’ keeper, to her 

mother’s teaching throughout her upbringing. Kathy is the wife of Algert 

Huck III, she is mom, grammy and great-grammy to her progeny. 

 

Today About My Father’s Business primarily serves the West San Fernando 

Valley. 
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